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Establishing 

Supportive 

Environments 



AGENDA 

 Intro Activity 

Think/Pair/Share 

Attachment Theory (video) 

BC Standards 

Reading Activity 

Student-Teacher Relationships (Activity 

and Video) 

Wrap-up activity 

 

 



TRUST ACTIVITY 

 

Think about and then discuss three things that… 

 help you trust someone 

 make you feel comfortable enough to be 

yourself 

 your favourite teacher did that led you 

to trust him/her 

 

Whole class discussion: 

 Why is trust important in the classroom? 

 

 



 



ATTACHMENT THEORY 

Attachment: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DH1m_ZMO7G

U 

 

Why is attachment important?  

Do you think it is important in 

the classroom? 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DH1m_ZMO7GU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DH1m_ZMO7GU


CREATING A SAFE AND CARING 

ENVIRONMENT 

Why should teachers care about creating a 

supportive environment? 

 

Important for… 

 Students’ motivation for learning 

 Students’ academic achievement 

 Students’ social competence 

 

Also important for… 

 Teachers’ well-being and teaching 

effectiveness 



One study showed that the level of respect that 

teachers showed towards students (through listening 

attentively and providing students with ample time to 

develop their ideas) was related to students’ 

behaviour towards one another. The more the 

teachers were respectful to students, the more 

students were respectful to one another (remember 

our first class when we talked about modelling and 

the effect is has on students). Also, teachers who 

had rules for respectful, prosocial behaviour also had 

students who participated more in class discussions. 

(Matsumura, Slater, & Crosson, 2008) 

 



READING ACTIVITY 

1. I will put you into groups with half group A and 

half group B 

2. On your piece of paper is a link or comment 

from one of your peers for each of this week’s 

articles 

3. Your job is to look at each 

link/comment/question and see how it can be : 

a) related to the BC Standards for Connectedness  

 and 

b) implemented in your classroom 

4. Use the articles to defend your points  

5. You will share you main points when done 

 



TEACHER-STUDENT 

RELATIONSHIPS 

Why should teachers care about building positive 
teacher-student relationships? 

 

Relatedness is considered a basic human need.  

 

Relationships… 

 Are a major sources of happiness 

 Help to buffer stress 

 Provide emotional support 

 

Important for… 

 Academic achievement 

 Social-emotional development 



SIGNIFICANT ADULTS AT SCHOOL  

AND ADJUSTMENT 



SIGNIFICANT ADULTS AT SCHOOL   

AND SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT 



ACTIVITY – STUDENT-TEACHER 

RELATIONSHIPS 

Think about your favourite teacher. 

  

 Why was s/he your favourite teacher? What did 

s/he do that was effective? 

 How did this relationship effect your academic 

achievement? 

 



BUILDING POSITIVE ENVIRONMENTS AND 

RELATIONSHIPS 

 http://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champi

on.html 

 

 

http://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion.html
http://www.ted.com/talks/rita_pierson_every_kid_needs_a_champion.html


TEACHER-STUDENT 

RELATIONSHIPS 

How can teachers build positive student-teacher 

relationships?   

 

 Make time for positive interactions with students 

 Be prepared for class  

 Have high expectations for students 

 Provide choice 

 Promote a respectful classroom climate 

 Teach/model how to interact positively with 

others 



WRAP-UP: MAKING CONNECTIONS 

 Jot down 2-3 things you learned today that will 

help you build positive relationships in your 

classroom?  

 

 Share with the people around you when done. 

 


